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thinking: A
cognitive
perspective

Impact Director, The
Brilliant Club)

that only 6% of college seniors in the
US are proficient in critical thinking.
We can teach critical thinking skills
implicitly alongside subject-specific
knowledge. Laura’s research focuses
on university undergraduates but she
offers up some practical strategies for
the classroom.

coursework-based
subjects

university level are
analysis, evaluation and
interpretation.

We can cultivate critical
thinking through higher
order questions,
complex real-world
problems and
withholding answers for
longer.

What is expert
school
leadership and
how might we
develop it?

Tom Rees (Executive
Director of School
Leadership at
Ambition Institute)
and Jen Barker (Dean
of Learning Design at
Ambition Institute)

This is arguably the most accessible
talk on leadership so far, offering
insights into how we conceptualise
leadership and arguing for the value of
knowledge and expertise over
personality traits and characteristics.

Leadership
Middle leaders
Anyone interested
in an introduction
to leadership

There is no “flight
simulator” for
leadership roles (you
have to learn on the
job) and many
approaches to
leadership ignore the
importance of school
context.

An understanding of the
7 persistent problems
of leadership (purpose,
culture, curriculum,
behaviour,
improvement,
administration and self)
can lead to more
effective leadership.
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